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The Study on the Language Style of Xu
Qianshun’s Modern Hakka Song
Compositions

Chun-Hui Ho™

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

This study provides a foundational understanding of modern Hakka song
compositions in Taiwan, focusing on the works of Xu Qianshun, a prominent
composer of modern Hakka music. Linguistic data for this research were me-
ticulously collected from Xu’s compositions. This study employed compara-
tive, descriptive, and statistical approaches to analysis. The findings reveal a
preference for certain phonological patterns, with the low vowel “a” and the
back vowels “u” and “0” frequently appearing in both end rhymes and head
rhymes. From a lexical stylistic perspective, Xu’s compositions exhibit exten-
sive use of onomatopoeia, loan words, neologisms, color terms, and redupli-
cations. Additionally, the lyrics prominently feature references to nature, an-
imals, and plants. Several notable linguistic tendencies were identified in Xu
Qianshun’s song compositions. First, first-person pronouns and verbs such as
“fly,” “ride,” and “follow” were frequently used. Second, * %] (do)” was used

as a preposition, whereas “ 4} (bun’)” was more commonly used as a dative
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verb. Third, “ # (lau’)” was far more frequently used than “ [f] (tung”)” was.

Keywords: Modern Hakka Composing Songs, Language Style, Rhyme, Re-

duplication, Anaphora



